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Of the Judgement of feme of the Englifih Afro- 
nomers 3 touching the difference between two 
learned men 5 about an Observation made of 
the Firft of the two late Comets. 


Whereas notice has been taken in Num. 6. of thefe Tranf 
aUions, that there was fome difference between thofe two de- 
fervedly celebrated Philofophers, Mon/ieur Hevelmt and Mon- 
fieur Au^put, concerning an Obfervation, made by the former 
of them, on the of February 166f.Sc that thereupon fome E- 
min cntEnglifij Aitronomers.confidering the importance of the 
difpute, had undertaken the examination thereof ■, it will, 'cis 
conceived, not be unacceptable to fuchj as faw thofe Fapers, 
to be informed, what has been done and difeerned by them 
in that matter. They having therefore compared the Printed 
Writings of the two Diffenters, and withall confulted the ob- 
fervations made with Telefcopes at home, by fome of the molt 
intelligent Aftronomers amongft them, who have attentively 
obferved the Pofition of thac Comet to the TelefcopicalFc ars, 
that lay in its way;, Do thereupon Joyntiy conclude, that, 
, whatever that Appearance was, which 

B/ Telefcopica Surs was f een near the Fir ft far of Aries , by 

VfmfufJiShdZ Monfieur Hevelius (the truth of whofe 
bi.'pof aTelefcope. relation concerning the fame, they do in 
no wife cjueftionTthe faid Comet did not 
come neer that Star in the left Ear of Aries ^ where the faid M* 
Hevelius fuppofes it to have paffed,buc took its courfe neer the 
Bright Star in its Left Horn., according to Bayers Tables. And 
ft nee thac the Obfervations of judicious both French,Italian^. 
Dutch Aftronomersfas many of them,as are come to the know- 
ledgeof the Englijh) do in the main fully agree with theirs,they 
do not at.alt doubt, but.that,. there being fuchamuoanimous 
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confent in what has Been juft now declared,& the Controver- 
fie being about Matter of fatt, where in Authority, Numbered 
Reputation nut ft caft the Ballance, Monf. Heveliut, who is as 
well known for his Ingenuity, as Learning, will joyn and ac- 
quicfce in that fentimeut. 


Of a Gorrefpondencyfto be procured for the Fin¬ 
ding out the True difiance of the Sun and 
Moon from the Earth Joy the Parala x^obfir- 
ved under (or neef the fame Meridian. 

Seeing that the knowledge of this diftance may prove of im¬ 
portant Life, for the Perfecting of Aftronomy, and for the 
better eftablifhing the doitrine of Kefraftims ; it is in the 
thoughts of fome very curious Perfons in England ', for the 
finding out the fame, to fettle a Correfpondency with fome 
others abroad, that are underftanding in Aftronomical mat¬ 
ters, and live in places farr diftant in Latitude , and under ( or 
near ) the fame Meridian. 

To perform which, the following Method is propofed to 
beobferved^ vi That at certain times agreed on by two 
Obfervatours, making ufe otTelefcepes. large, good and well 
fitted for this purpofc, by a uneafuring rod, placed within 
the Eye-glafs at a convenient diftance, that k may be d;ftin<2> 
ly feen, and ferve for meafuring fmall diftances by minuts 
andfeconds f which is-eafie enough in large Tele [copes ) that, 

1 fay, each offuch obfervers, thus furnifli’t, fhall obferve the 
vifible way of the Moon among the Fixt Jlars, ( by taking her 
exa<ft diftance from any Fixe jlarr, that lyes in or very near 
her way, together with the exa<ft time of her fo appearing) 
and the then apparent Diameter of her Disk 3 continuing 
thefe Obfervations every time for two or three hours, that fo. 



